Intracavernous injection of vasoactive drugs in the rabbit.
To investigate the erectile response and side effects of intracavernous injection of vasoactive agents, 7 groups of 5 rabbits each underwent injection of either isotonic saline or 1 of 6 drugs. Phentolamine most consistently produced full erection with few inflammatory reactions, while phenoxybenzamine produced erection but also severe inflammation and sclerosis of the corpus cavernosum. With prostaglandin E1, neither erection nor inflammation was observed.